IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Withdrawn) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 
a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 

a first unit which has a frame unit which holds a motor that generates driving 
force for bending the bending portion, the frame unit being connected to a cord for supplying 
a signal for driving the motor from a bending control device; and 

a buffering member to connect a main fiame to which is connected the 
inserting portion and the frame tmit, the buffering member has a first end connected to the 
frame unit and a second end connected to the main frame, so that a force appHed to the 
inserting portion by an external operation may be absorbed between the first end and the 
second end. 

2-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Withdrawn) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 1, fiirther 
comprising an operating portion connected to the first unit for operating the electric bending 
endoscope, 

wherem, in an operating lever arranged to the operating portion, an angle is 
formed between the center axis of the inserting portion in the electric bending endoscope and 
the center axis of the operating lever at the neutral position thereof, and the angle is in a range 
of about 120° to 150°, 

an inclined angle of the operating lever is ± 30° from the center of the 
operating lever, and 
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the inclined center position of the operating lever is arranged in iront of the 
operating portion, with respect to the center axis of Hie inserting portion in the electric 
bending endoscope. 

9. (Withdrawn) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 8, wherein 
the operation lever is arranged such that an angle is formed between the center axis of the 
operation lever at the neutral position thereof and the operating directions of an operating 
switch including at least an air and water supply button and a suction button, and the angle is 
30° or more. 

10-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Withdrawn) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 8, 
wherein the operating portion is provided with a switch for operating the electric bending 
endoscope. 

1 6. (Withdrawn) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 1 5, 
wherein the unit comprises an inner frame for holding the motor and an outer frame for 
holding the inner frame. 

17. (Cancelled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 
a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 

a first unit which has a fimie unit which holds a motor that generates driving 
force for bending the bending portion, the frame unit being connected to a cord for supplying 
a signal for driving the motor from a bending control device; 
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a second unit which is separable from the first unit and which has a 
transmitting member for transmitting the driving force of the motor to the bending portion, the 
second unit having a main frame to which is connected the inserting portion; and 

a buffering member to oonnoot -# t&main fram e and the fram e unit, th e 
b uffering memb e r has a first e nd connected to th o frame unit and a s e cond end conn e ct e d to 
th e main fram e , so that a force applied to the ins e rting portion by an e xt e rnal op e ration may 
be absorbed betwee ft-t h e first e nd and the second e nd that is a plate member, the buffering 
member being connected to the frame unit at a first portion of the plate member and to the 
main frame at a second portion of the plate member, an intermediate portion between the first 
portion and the second portion of the plate member being arranged to fraverse across a 
junction between the first unit and the second unit the buffering member absorbing a force 
applied to the inserting portion by an extemal operation between the first portion connected to 
the frame unit and the second portion connected to the main frame . 

19. (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 

1 8, wherein the first unit has a frame unit which comprises an inner frame for holding the 
motor and an outer frame for holding the inner frame. 

20. (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 

19, wherein the buffering member further includes a fixing member which fixes the inner 
frame of the first unit and a main frame arranged to the second unit. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 

20, wherein the frame unit and the main frame are fixed via the fixing member by using a 
positioning tool for positioning in a three-axial direction. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 
18, further comprising an operating portion connected to the first unit for operating the 
electric bending endoscope, 

wherein a wheel is arranged to the driving force transmitting member of the 
second unit, and a rotating shaft of the wheel is arranged in front of the operating portion on a 
side cross-section of the operating portion in the electric bending endoscope, with respect to a 
central axis of the inserting portion. 

23. (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 
1 8, further comprising an operating portion cormected to the first unit for operating the 
electric bending endoscope, 

wherein, in an operation lever arranged to the operating portion, an angle is 
formed between a center axis of the inserting portion in the electric bending endoscope and 
the center axis of the operation lever at the neutral position thereof, and the angle is in a range 
ofaboutl20°to 150°, 

an inclined angle of the operating lever is ±30° fix>m the center of the operating 

lever, and 

the inclined center position of the operation lever is arranged in fi"ont of the 
operating portion, with respect to the center axis of the inserting portion in tiie electiic 
bending endoscope. 

24. (Previously Presented) The electric bending endoscope according to Claim 
23, wherein the operation lever is arranged such that an angle is formed between the center 
axis of the operation lever at the neutral position thereof and the operating direction of an 



-5- 



g\olyinpus\1494\17057\amenci\170S7.am9 



operating switch including at least an air and water supply button and a suction button, and 
the angle is 30° or more. 

25. (Currently Amended) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 
a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 

a first unit which has a frame unit which holds a motor that generates driving 
force for bending the bending portion, the frame unit being connected to a cord for supplymg 
a signal for driving the motor from a bending control device; and 

a buffering member to connect a main fram e to whieh i s conn e ct e d th e 
inserting portion and th e fi-om e unit, the maiH - frame and fram e unit b e ing s e parabl e , tho 
buff e ring m e mb e r has a first end conn e ct e d to the fram e unit and a second end connect e d to 
the main frame, so that a force applied to the inserting portion by an oxtemal op e ration may 

member being connected to the frame unit at a first portion of the plate member and to the 
main frame to which is connected the inserting portion at a second portion of the plate 
member, an intermediate portion between the first portion and the second portion of the plate 
member being arranged to fraverse across a junction between the first unit and the second 
unit, the main frame and the frame unit being separable, the buffering member absorbing a 
force applied to the inserting portion by an external operation between the first portion 
connected to the firame unit and the second portion cormected to the main frame . 

26. (Previously Presented) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 
a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 
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a first unit which has a frame unit which holds a motor unit that generates 
driving force for bending the bending portion, the frame unit being connected to a cord for 
supplying a signal for driving the motor unit from a bending control device; and 

a main frame to which is connected the insertuig portion and the frame unit, 
the main frame having a gear unit, the gear unit being separable fiwm the motor unit of the 
frame unit such that one of the gear unit and motor unit can be replaced without replacing the 
other of the gear unit and motor unit. 

27. (Currently Amended) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 

a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 

a first unit which has a frame unit which holds a motor that generates driving 
force for bending the bending portion, the frame xmit being connected to a cord for supplying 
a signal for driving the motor from a bending control device; 

a second unit which is separable from the first unit and which has a 
transmitting member for transmitting the driving force of the motor to the bending portion, the 
second unit having a main fi-ame to which is connected the mserting portion; and 

a buffering member to - separably conn e ct the main frame and th e fram e unit, 
the buff e ring member has a first e nd e e nnected to the fram e unit and a second end connoct o d 
to th e main frame, so that - a force applied to the inserting portion by an e xtemoL operation may 
b e absorbed between the first e nd and th e s e cond e nd that is a plate member, the buffering 
member being connected to the frame unit at a first portion of the plate member and to the 
main fi-ame at a second portion of the plate member, an intermediate portion between the first 
portion and the second portion of the plate member being arranged to traverse across a 
junction between the first unit and the second unit, the buffering member absorbing a force 
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applied to the inserting portion by an external operation between the first portion coimected to 
the frame unit and the second portion connected to the main frame . 

28. (Withdrawn) An electric bending endoscope comprising: 

a bending portion arranged to an inserting portion; 

a first unit which has a frame unit which holds a motor unit that generates 
driving force for bending the bending portion, the frame unit being connected to a cord for 
supplying a signal for driving the motor unit from a bending confrol device; and 

a second unit which is separable from the first unit and which has a gear unit 
for fransmitting the driving force of the motor to the bending portion, the second unit having a 
main fimie to which is connected the inserting portion; 

wherein the gear unit is separable from the motor unit of the frame unit such 
that one of the gear unit and motor unit can be replaced without replacing the other of the gear 
unit and motor unit. 



-8- 

gV)lympus\1494\l 7057\amend\17057,am9 



